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By the Awther of “ Mia and Charile.”

CHAFIER VI
A DAY AT HOME,

‘“Twenty minutes past eight o'clock, Char-
Jotte,” said Edward, one morning about a month
after their school sttendance began; ‘‘twenty
minutes past eight, and, as usual, no break-
fast.”

“Bome broakfast, if you please,” replied Char-
Jotte, putting down a jug of milk which she wa,
bringing in cne hand, and a plate of bread and
butter In the other; ‘‘some breakfast, and, what
fa wtill better, vietory., Woull you believe it?
That apiteful Sarah has made it a rule to take
away the breakfast things at a certain time,
whether we have breakfasted or not, and this
thorning she positively put everything away in
the larder, and locked the door. But I have
made up my mind not to be trampled upon. I,
ot loast, will stand up for the family rights and
breakfusts, and you ses what I have done. These
are the spoils of war. I spilled & good geal of the
milk in drgging the jug through the pantry
window, and I have torn my hand fn breaking
away the wirework; but I have no objection to

suffer in a good cagse.”
1Well done,” paid Edward.
“Don't look grave, Bidney,” continued Char-

the
:nnglho felt unable to attend to anything She
made all kinds of mistak
vous, and
command ber voice sufficientl
P'salma for the day, as her aunt
before she left the room.

bepin by attempring too mrch, and when she
found she could mot do everything, sit down in
daspair, and fee! Inclined to give up trying al-
togethear,

Whils she rat now crying over her faults the
morning was passlag away, and the arrears of
wotk socumalating. Charlotte and Frank had
eome to look upon Amy's erying fits as an agres-
able interruption to lessons, and took care to
profit by them. Charlotte slipped away to have
" gwlp with Bewmy over the balusters, and
Frank walked softly to the tea-caddy, which
Amy had left open, and helped himself to lump
after lump of white sugar, No wonder Saral
complained that the sugar-basin required filling
oftener than necessary, Amy did not rouse her-
self from her fit of pdd‘ul musing till the clock
struck ten, and Barah entered like & whir: wind
to say that Mrs. Ellice's boll had rung three
times, and she wanted to know whather Miss
Girey was or was not coming to belp her to dress

that morning. ’ -
“Tall her I'm coming immediatels " said Amy,

startfig . and Sarah shut the door with a bang,
which very plainly told her contempt for Amy's
dimmediately.”

tHow Ay wished that she had st the child-
ren t  work immediately after breakfast ; now it
must le all done in & harry. The first book that
come to hand was opened, and the lesson set in &

confused, hesitating way, not at all like-
ly to command obedience. Amy felt
sure, by Charlotte's and Frank's looks,

that both had Leen doing something wrong ;
Lut she bad no time now to inquire about it,
When she got upstairs it was half-past ten, and
though Mrs, Ellice's tongue was silent, her face
said plainly enough that she was tired of wait-
ing. As Barab's work was, of course, mush in-
erensed by mcho“a‘ addition to the house-
hold, Amy bhad to relieve her of part of
her tund.noo on Mrs Ellice; and kher aunt
. d so much 1 at the ides of having
Amy often with her, that, after mue.fumbl.l.n‘

‘nhu part, the offer was accept

Amy was ri‘ht in wishing to be of use
to her aunti; but she ought to have been
mare sure of her own
undertook such a respon office ay that
of walting on an invalld. Mrs. Ellioe
had sometimes reason to remember Sarab's pro.
phecy, that ste would rarnnl of the change. At
times nothing could Iep easanter than the con-
trast between Amy's soft step, sweel voice, and
gentlemanner, aud Sarah’s rough, self-wil'el
attentions ; but, at other times, when she had
waited an hour for her medicine or her breakfast,
or borne the sun in her eyos the whole afternoon
because Ay had f. rgotten to come at llu HTI
time nlj d:l::: lhg.blh':d g:;n, she lztn th
a gentle that she never v
]-uur'sciualin and order as much ss she oul“
to have done, The thorghe mwﬂlﬂ! W f
often this moming, for every wen K.
Amy had cried instead of est breakfast
er head ac

wers befure she

mwence was, that

o8, her aust
Bhe eou

W ner-
lurmly

d Iur to do
‘When she had finish-

and she got fretful.

lotte; ‘I am sure Aunt Ellice wounld never wish ?d It was twelve °.d°ek‘ lml Aunt lllk'o nld,

you and Edward to go to school without break- | ¢
fant >

#But she wishes us to have our breakfast in
proper time,"” said Sidney. ‘‘Ilow is it that you

‘Now, my dear, I

ot | -
he chlhim out for & k at once am uuro

you, none of yon, got half enough exercise, l
watch you
seldom set out to walk till balf an hour be

dinner, and you come in always rather late, and

m the window, and I see that

and Amy are so late? Edward and I have been | quite hot and hurrled.”

reading in the garden for half an hour, expect-
ing évery minute to be called in to bresk-

“It is not my fault, Aunt Ellice," said Amy ;
‘I a'ways goout aa soon as I can after lessons,

and | have so very much to do that thereis no

* Aragioeh & paLSt brach o seveest iy aad bepe
“You were up early enough, I know, Char- | tou [ t ot several days, papa
lotte,"” sald Edward; ‘‘Iheard yt:u go l\uw:| stairs m’:n’ T"’ﬁ":aﬂ:llm :“mﬁd‘:‘m
#aix o'dock. What have yon been doing ever | und num ﬂmm‘ @ to do."
dlooe2" h-.;wm,m " sald Aunt Euu. whose pa-
uslness " tience was t' exhausted, * uumuuua-
*¥. 2owve shways . b o By owa" 0l n-u oﬂhln tome. Inmy

Charlotte mysterioualy; ‘‘and if I had been do-

g nothing 1 should not have como into break-

fst, because, as I sald before, we nust stand up

®r our rights, and not submit to tyrannical
-

© W] don's see what you mean by wights,” said

“and as to the rules, you know we were
:m.blipd to go duwn at a certain time at
homhe."

UFesnk,” raid Charlotte, who found the last
remark difficult to anawer, ‘‘are you never going
to have dene powring milk into your cup ?
the jug to Siduey."

M however, seemed to have ax little relish

g orders as Charlotte herself. 1o care

fl-“_‘r £lied his cup to the brim, placed the jug in

the middle of the table, and went on with hi%
breakfast.

Charlote snat hed the jug.
dy, Inconsiderate boy,” she criel.
positively emptied the juy.
drop fer Bidney."

There was not more than a cupful ;

mot worth dividing,” said Fravk, who waited tc

smawer till he bLad drained his cup to the bot-

tom.

Edward’s hand was raised to give bim a cuff,
but Sideey stopped bLim, “‘Pray,
quarrel about a cup of milk," hesaid. “If Frank
can bear to take it all for himself, he is welcome,
as far as | am concerned. You know Dr. Ben-
nett used to say I wus unot to drink cold
milk."

“And you have to do it almost every morn-
ing now,” sald Edward, dolefully,

to make tea fur us!

derp”
“Amy really has a great doal t5 do,” said Char
lotte. “‘She has all the beds to n.ake, and I can-

not help her, because it is against my priociples

to make them in Sarah's way, and when I make
them in my own she turns them all up again,
Then Amy has to make Aunt Ellice’s coflfee, for
Aunt Ellice likes Amy to give her it better
than any one clse. She is with Aunt Ellice
now,"

“But it is balf-past cight,” said Edward, *I
thought Aunt Ellice always rang for breakfast at
seven. Dces Amy keep her waiting an hour and
a half,"

Before any one could tind an answer to this
question, Amy herself entered with the keys io
ber hand,

Sbe made many apologies for being rather late,
and then set about preparing breakfast in her
own leisurely, dreamy way,

“The half-hour has struck,” said Edward,
jemping up, while Amy was still searching for
the right key tounlock the tea-caddy, *‘Sidoey,
we must be off,”

“But pot without breakfast,” said Amy,alarm-
ed, ‘‘Dear Sidoey, do, do stayv, Think how
bad it is for you to go without your break-
fast.”

“If he waits for it he will be late for school, and
that will be still worse for bim," said Edward,
*‘Tle has been late every day this week, and Dr.
Wise said yesterday that he could not any long-
er make a dilference between him and the olher
boye."

“ What did he mean by that #
lotte,

““He meant that be should do this,” sail Ed
ward, imitating the descent of a cane across his
band,

aske! Char

* That !” cried Charlotte, ** Tyrant | How
1 bate Lim !

** 1 like him very wuch,” said Sidvoy, laugh-
ing, “and all the Letter for treating me like
other people. Come, Edwurd.’

Charlotte delayed them for & moment, while

she wrapped up the rowains of the bread and
witer, wnd then

Wmu“ e oul W o«

inte  Bidney's

pen the front

Bidy a

vdl [N H own, slung ncroe, ;::b':um:‘ ..'";
Sidney walking a great deal .
good for hlm. When
sat down and burst into tears,

now very pauslly began or ended in this way.

da
80 much to do that {hryy not

:. proper exercise, or attend to the wishes of
il:dr eldere.”
Ly, llnw‘unjmt of .::nlt Ell:::"to h-y ltlut "
thought Amy, “‘w am the only
som in the house who does attend to Mwhﬁo
and whcn I give up s0 much of my time to wait
upon ber. ut no one considers me now, 1am
to work hard for everybody, it seems, and to
bave no thanks for it."

Tears of self-pity rose to Amy's eyes at the
thought, and when she spoke to her annt to ask
if she could do anything more for her, it wasin

Pass

“You sclfish, gree-
“You have
You Lave not left a

it was

don't let ms

“What a
shame it is that Amy never comes down in time
Where is she now 1 won-

faater than could Le
they were out of sight ghe
Amy's moruing,

a  complaining  tone that she disliked 1n
bersolf even while she gave way to it.
When she got duwa stairs, Charlotte and
Frank were, of course, missing. After a pro-
longed search, Charlotie was found in the shoe-
hole, where S8arah had locked her up, afier bav-
ing detected her in the dreadful offence of taking
one of the best chairsinto the garden, and stand-
ing upon it that ghe might peep in at the w fnlow
of one of the locked-up rooms, Frank was quietly
digging n hole in the garden; and when Amy re-
roved them, or rather, complained of them
or leaving their  lessons, they  had  each
o plausible excuse to give.  Frank could
not wiite his copy or do Lis sum, because there
were ueither ink nor pens in the ink stand, and
y | Amy had got his slate pencil in her pocket; and
Charlotte showed triumphantly that Amv had
marked the exercise she was to do in an ftalian
instead of & Fronch grammar,
All these explanations took time, It was late
when they set out for their walk, late when they
came into diuner, and late, too luta for the post
when Amy finisbed ber letter to ber fathor. Sl
met Sidney and Edward re-entering the garden
as she returned afier a fruitless chase down the
road 1o overtiuke the postman,

“ls it not provoking "' she said to Sidney ;
“the mail goea out to-morrow, and papa
will have to wait a whole month for his let-
ters,  Well, afier all, they would not have
glven lim much pleasure. I dout’t know what
you have said ; but I could not give a good
account of us, Oh, Bidney ! this has been such
an unsatisfactory cla\ Come and take a turn
in the garden with me, for I want to talk to you,
You look tired and \euu.'l yourself; 1 dare sa
something has boen going wreng at school wit
Edward, Now, tell the truth, for I ha'e people
to say eomfortin tlnlngr that thnv dou't mean,
Don't you think, in looking back on the six
weeks we have rmm here, that we are all going
on as Iv as possible "
‘1t is our own faalt,
td Sidney, with a !II|.,]I
' As if vlat were not just the worst part of it,"
said Amy,

“ Why, no ; I suppose it would be still worse
if it were solme ous eise 's, and we could not do
anything to help ourselves,”
1 believe 4 had rather,” Amny

“Lut you will say that it is all laziness. Afier
all, it'is very well to say we und our fault ; but
how many things o wrong that 1 cannot mend.
If you knew what a day I have had; ifyou had any
iden of Barah's fidgotiness and Charlotte’s domi-
neering—listen bow loudly she is talking now —
and Frank's tiresome, sly ways, and the gossip-
ing and quarreling, yvou would not wonder that
I am in dm‘pulr

‘1 don't,"” said Sidney: “‘only do you think
it does lny good to bring every one's faults up,
and look at them in that despairing way ? You
anid you bated people to say comforting things,
Am 1 to bold my tongue, or shall we sit down
and grumble together #"

“Lam not exagperating,” said Amy.

“But don't you lhmk it is & sort of exaggera~-
tion to heap all one's difficulties together, and
look at thew at once ¥ It certainly prevents our
finding any way out of them as effectually as
Frank prevents himself from finding his slate-
peneil, when he does ot want to do his suwm, by
lurmm_ Lis lhmgn over and over ia his drawer,
?nd t!nrn sayiog that there Is no use in looking

it

SWell,” said Amy, after a minute's silenca, *'1
bave changed my mind,  You may straighten
the drawer for me, Sidney, and pull out one
ditliculty at a time, as you do Frank's losson=
lu.r sks when you are making him find his pen-
«i

I suppose, if we are,"

bagan ;

HBuppose we lwegin by mllm.,: of the things
thy \' we could cure ourselves,

“We scarcely need talk of them," saidl Amy,
sadly 1 1 know them well rnl-\mh I know

f"tlllﬂ\ how much of the confusion i my fanlt ;
I know that it is my  indolence, and !‘ur;\ll’ul-
ness, and selfishnes, and” ——

*The drawer again,” said Sidney. “I'll tell
vou something, Amy. 1 believe it is just as
ioolish for people like you andme to exagyerate
our faults until we make ourselves despair, as it
is for other people to be always excusing them-
selves; at least, papa has ofien paid so to me
when 1 used to talk about myself as you are
doing now, He never would let me RO 0N RCCus-
m;.z myself in that vague sort of way, i
*What am I to do then ?" sald )\m\ “You
won't let e talk about otber people's faults, or
my ewn,

AL ut““ could think of something to do, some

ng 1o hogin with, that would give to-
better than to-day. I
v 1 am afraid you won't

llmm a chance of bei
could tell you of oue, on
muck like it,"”

h‘““‘f.ﬂ“ i “h:‘:’" and to wl.l‘hu.um“ \lr enlhr I aupm ' sald Amy,
e of use Lo Bar younger Lrother gnd slster and mmt o'
her supt. Bbe felt ahl the responaibility nftr g:.:" |:" "‘m .:u:'\-w if you
ow eavesy but her old desuliory, indoleat habits ““‘rau e mr M" 'h“ -
wem sk o b in 5 dny, Sndshe wad L.}_m_"‘""‘"lldnl-l. Dous you thisk It da
lion tempipd te gt Impatient with bemself, 1o ™o
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